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Library of Congress: 
the Nation’s treasury 
of recorded wisdom 


ILLIONS OF BOOKS await a reader's command in 

the Main Reading Room. Any adult may consult 
the card catalogue, hand in his requests at the central 
counter, and study all day at a lamp-lit desk. Borrowing 
is restricted to Government use and interlibrary loan. 

The library, one of the world’s largest, includes far 
Meme , SEM Veg | Poses er shasta 
Posters, himvebwriffen moiniend scores, Civdh Was 
photographs, Jefferson's rough draft of the Declaration 
of Independence (with editing by John Adams and 
Benjamin Franklin), Lincoln’s early drafts of his 
Gettysburg Address, the finest surviving Gutenberg 
Bible, and the first copyrighted motion picture 
extant, Thomas lMdison'’s Fred Ott’s Snecse, In al, the 
library bursts with 43,500,000 items, 

Packed in eleven trunks and one map case, the 
original library—‘Shipped, by the Grace of God,” as a 
bill of lading reads—arrived from London in 1801, 

a year after the books had been ordered by Congress. 
Some went up in smoke in 1814, when George HI’s 
troops used them to kindle the Capitol. Fire again 
destroyed more than half the collection in 1851. 

A series of great Librarians of Congress has given 
the institution world-wide prestige. To Herbert Put- 
nam’s luncheon Round Table between 1899 and 1939 
came eminent figures, among them William Howard 
Taft, Calvin Coolidge, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Oliver 
Wendel! Holmes, the Alexander Graham Bells, and the 
Gilbert H. Grosvenors. Poet Archibald MacLeish 
succeeded Putnam in World War Il. L. Quincy Mum- 
ford is the eleventh and current librarian. 

Thirteenth-century Latin lectionary (below) glows 
richly in the library’s Great Hall. 
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